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ear Senator (sillibrand,
-om wrx’h’ncj fo vrge you to ¥s‘9h+ the proposed deal| between Verizons
Vosidiavy Verizon \Wireless and the Cable Companies. The FCC and the
OT  shovld not gpprove this deal which destroys good union jobs and
, Giso bad for comsumers,
his proposed deal €nds a histuric Compehtion betweéen \eriion and +he
Able wmpanies  inclvding Comcast and Time Warner. Verizen , througin
S Subsidiary Nerizon Wireless , Wil form ¢ giant unvegulated ctuasl -
nonopoly With the cuble compantes.,
his deal will be very profitable for Vervzon Wireless and Cab\ejend?nj
Wy fncentive to invest in FIOS and wmpete against cable. There will
e fewer jobos bulding, Maintaining, servicing ancl tostalling the FIoS
etwork,
dubfalo, Syracuse, floany , Gnal otter Upstate cihies and rucal Grecs, as
vell as Edstern Leng lsland , Wilt Gl ger \efr behind with no cable
ompehitton , Costing CWA and IBEW jobs. Even regioms With Fi0s
cold e GHecred | since there will e far less [ncenhive fo investin
‘e vietworic
L urge yw to rejecr tns propesed denl Decavse i will destroy jops,
As Well as nurk consumers. Thank yeu for your consideration Tn s
v brer,
Sincerely
Stepnanie  HoWard
96 Massachusetts Arve
Lockpork, Ny 14oay
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C.

In the Matter of CellCo Partnership d/b/a
| Verizon Wireless and $pectrum (o LLC
For Consent to Assign Licenses

Application of Cellco Partnership d/b/a
Venizon Wireless and Cox TMI Wireless, LLL

)
)
)
) WT Docket No. 12-4
)
)
For Consent to Assign Licenses )

REPLY COMMENTS OF
l BUFFALO COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS
[List here]

Dated: March 12, 2012
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As clected officials and community leaders (organizations) in the city of Buffalo,
we are deeply concerned that the proposed partnership between Verizon Wireless and the
cable companies will Jeave our city of Buffalo - and comparable communities - on the
wrong side of the digital divide. Despite what we consider a strong business case,
Verizon has to date not built its all-fiber network in the city of Buffalo. As a result of the
Verizon/cable company partnership, we are deeply concerned that Verizon will never
build its FiOS network in Buffalo to compete with its new cable partner. This will
deprive our citizens, small businesses, schools, and hospitals of the benefits of the all-
fiber FiOS network and video competition that is available in most of the surrounding
suburbs. The decision to bypass Buffalo disproportionately impacts minority and lower-
icome residents, small businesses, and neighborhoods.

In order to protect the public interest, we join together to urge the FCC to
condition any approval of the Verizon/cable Transaction on specific gnarantees that
Verizon will expand its F10S nctwork to curently unserved areas within its traditional
telephone nctwork foorprint, including development throughout the city of Buffalo and

the surrounding areas that do not have access to F10S.

INSERT DESCRIPTION OF THE GROUPS, INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE SIGNED

ON TO THESE REPLY COMMENTS

High-speed broadband is the critical infrastructure of the 21* century, fueling
economic growth, job creation, and improvements in education, health care, enzrgy

conservation, public safety, and other essential services. As community leaders
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(organizations) and elected officials in Buffalo, we know that affordable, high-speed
Internet access is critical to economic development, the quality of life, and opportunity
for the residents and small businesses in our city. We also know that advanced
telecommunications networks introduce video competition, with the potential to benefit
consumers with lower prices and new and improved video services.

As community leaders (organizations) and elected officials in the city of Buffalo,
we have watched as Verizon Commurnications has built its all-fiber FiOS network in 10
suburban communities that ring our city. In those communities, we have seen what
happens when Time Wamer Cable, our local cable monopoly, competes head-on with
Verizon’s Fi0S to provide video and broadband services. Consumers benefit from

. competitive choice; small businesses benefit from truly high-speed connections to
suppliers and customers; schools and hospitals benefit from education and health-related
applications; communications workers benefit from the jobs building, maintaining, and
servicing networks; and families and communities bencfit from the 21™ century jobs and
expanded tax base.

But to date, the residents and small businesses in Buffalo have not been able to
reap these benefits. That 1s because, to date, Verizon has chosen not to deploy its all-fiber
FiOS network to the denscly-populated city of Buffalo. The proposed Verizon
Wireless/cable company partnership would cement this digital divide, and forcclose the
possibility of effective high-speed broadband and video competition in our city. Verizon
Wireless is a subsidiary of Verizon Communications. We are deeply concemed that as a
result of the new joint marketing agreement, Verizon will no longer have the incentive to

invest in an all-fiker network that competes with Verizon Wireless’ new partner, the

F-043
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cable company. Therefore, 10 promote high-speed broadband investment and video
competition, especially in heavily minority and lower-income areas like the city of
Buffalo, the FCC should include as a condition for approval of this Transaction a
requirement that Verizon continue to invest in and build-out its FiOS network to

currently unserved areas that are inside its traditional telephone service area footprint,

incliuding the city of Buffalo and the surrounding areas.

Over the past year, community organizations, elected officials, and unions joined
together to urge Verizon to build FiOS 1n the city of Buffalo. Many of us joined the
“Don’t Bypass Buffalo” coalition in response to Verizon’s failure to build FiOS in
Buffalo. We repeatedly impressed on Verizon the facts to demonstrate that there is a
strong business case to build FiOS in the densely-populated city of Buffalo.

Instead of building FiOS in Westemn New York’s urban core, Verizon opted to

' build its fiber optic network in certain Buffalo suburbs, which, taken as a whole, are far
more affluent and less diverse than the City of Buffalo. The decision to bypass Buffalo
disproportionately impacts minority and lower-income residents, small businesses, and
neighborhoods.

Median household income in the ten localities where Verizon has received video
franchises for its F10S service is $56,925, almost twice the median household income of
the city of Buffalo at $29,285. Almost half (44.9 percent) of the residents of the city of
Buffalo are African-American or Latino, compared to only 4.9 percent of residents in the

ten localities that Verizon chose for FiOS.!

' U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009. The quoted demographics refleet weighted
averages of all houscholds in the 10 Buffalo suburbs with Verizon FiOS: the towns of Tonawanda, Amhcrst,
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We are concerned that the Verizon Wireless/cable company agreement spells the
effective death knell of a fiber-optic future for Buffalo with our sigrﬁﬁcant minority and
lower-income population. Verizon is unlikely to jeapardize its partnership with the cable
companies by expanding the FiOS network, which is a direct cable competitor. The same
reasoning applies to Verizon’s willingness to aggressively market FiOS agamst Time
Warner Cable or other cable companies. Historic rivals will become partners — and
consumers will suffer.

The lack of a fiber optic network has serious consequences for Buffalo’s future,
including:

o No cable competition. Time Wamer Cable is the monopoly cable provider in

the City of Buffalo. If Verizon does not build FiOS, Time Warner will

maintain its monopoly in Buffalo.

e No jobs from building FiOS. Building, installing and maintaining the FiOS
network in Buffalo requires hundreds of workers.

s No jobs from economic development sparked by a mgh-speed network —
broadband access leads to cconomic development.’

e Higher prices. As FCC studies demonstrate, even one wire line competitor
leads to lower prices.’

e Inferior service quality. Monopoly providers can neglect service quality
because they do not face competitive pressure.

High speed intemet service 1s no longer a luxury. In today’s economy, it is a

necessity. The FCC should condition any approval of this Transaction on conditions that

West Scneca, Hamburg, Orchard Park; the villages of Kenmore, Blasdell, and Orchard Park; and the city of
Lackawanna. Sce The Coalition for Economic Justice, Bypassing Buffalo: Who is Getting Verizon's FiOS
and Who Isn 't available at httpy/dontbypassbuffalo com/FiOS_Report.pdf

* An analysis by the Canadian firm SNG found that for every dollar spent on broadband infrastructure there
is a tenfold rerarn 10 the community in increascd economic activity. See Michael Cuuri, Strategic Networks
Group. “The Transformative Effects of FTTP” (March 2008) available at hitp-//tinyurl.cormv6m9cfw

* Sce FCC, Report on Cable Indusiry Priccs, MM Doclst No, 92-255, Feb, 14, 2011,

F-043
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guarantee FiOS network development, including development throughout the city of

Buffalo and the surrounding areas that do not have access to FiOS.

Respectfully Submitted,

T N

Timothy R. Hogues
Erie County Legislator
March, 12, 2012
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